Farwell’s taceli

SUOTY OY LETTY WY gl I '.I.."]l:--| _-=|:|-_| i _|_-|.|-' 1l -

After two decades of neglect, north Farwell Avenue
5 undergoing a renaissance at the hands of a
passionate city alderman, civic-minded
businessmen and creative

real estate developers

nvone who's been on Fapaell Avenue in the Lt

vear 15 boand o notice some major changes LR

ing place. New restaurants. retail spaces and resi-
dential opporumtics arc breathing life into the onces
decwving thoroughfare. Althowrh Farevell Avenoe and the
surrounding neighborhood has always been a mecea for
siudents, artists and musicians, it was slowly dying (rom
25 vears of neglect. But in the kst several yeirs, prompits
il b efforts from a local politician, 2 host of individuals
and companies have brought Farwell back from the dead

*I crave the atmosphere here,” s Dencine Povell,
owner of Seven Stoncs spa,  Farwell jus throbs with life,
and | wouldn @ wani mry basiness locabed anvwiere else.”

Powell's enthusiazm for the new Farwell Avenoe is
echioed by athers wihwo ve chosen Lo invest in the area
Eric Wagner, owner of Twisted Fork restaurant at Farwelis
and Morth svenues, savs there is a mixione of culliures
and chiversity that o an't exist anvwhere clse in the cibw,
SOt on the strect 1_.::-'.|'|| see cillege siodents, urban prd-
fessionals, empty-nesters who've retumed o the city, and
every kind of ethnicity and race,” Wagner savs. "The ave-
nue is vibrant and colodful, and [ love it

Toom Miller has been operating Beauty at Farwell and
Brady since 1993, When Miller first opened the salon, it
was abowe what is nomy srarbaecks. | W3S just 3 youmng
man, tryving to get started,” Miller savs. " The location was
great and the price was right.”

Looking back, Miller savs be was lucky 1o have been in
the right place at the right time. "Just after we opened,
things began happening all around us,” he zos. In 1998
he pelocated Beanty 1o g larger space @t 1633 N, Farwell,

[ think thee kinds of businesses thar are here now coane
plement my custoamers perfectly,” e savs “ARer their
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harireut, they can stop at Starbucks, have lunch or shop. We've
coume 3 long way since 19937

And s0 has Farwell The avenue originates in the 1400 block
of Milwaukes's bower East Side and runs 17 blocks @0 the norih.
In 1854 it wis amed for Leomand James Farwell, a local hard
ware merchant who, at age 32, was the voungest man elected
governor of Wisconsin As a member of Abraham Lincoln's inner
wircle, Farwell witnessed the president’s assassination in 1865

The resurrection of Farpell Avenuoe was sparked in 19960
when Michael IFAmato became aldenman of the city's Third
Dristrict. Following the election, one of O Amatos first pricritics
wiis o eliminate a dilapicated Aophouse ocated near the inter
section af Farwell and Brady Strect. Af the tine, the bailding had
meore than T occupants and no on-site supservision. Drog deals,
fires and fights had escalated into fur more than just neighbsor-
oo nuisances. When DrAmatoe ook office, the rocmdng howsc
wis receiving mare police and fire calls than any other bullding
in the city. "Clearly this was a problem | wanicd o rectify for
the people in mv districe. he savs

¥ Ammato worked with Robert DelToro, o developer whioe saw
pratential in the Ceeen Anne-style row hoases, which were bailt
b former Milwaukee Mayor Croorge W Pock in 1883, YWhile
demalition would have been the casy selution, DeToro sharcd
the alderman s viskon to restore Pedk s houses to thelr former
grandeur. Their collaboration resulicd in the opening of Peck
Row — six luxury townhouses — in 2001, IYAmato sayvs he was
proasd of the success of that progect, but his passion for the:
neighbarhood didn't end there,

The aldberman avidly =spported an cnenselic dovelopment
group s desire to e a parking: lot ar 1920 N, Farwell Ave. into
condominiumes and retadl space. Tim Gokhman, a principal with
Mew Lan Emterprises, says his fimm was eager (o bring their
visicn o Farwell Avene, Work begaen on the 306 million
Abborsiond Condorminiums, a I:|'.1:'-r-.I||r:.' strugtare with p|_||:-||.|,'
|'|u.|'LiJ:||_.:. ({15 E:urlv.lllg and retal SPRg it street Iovel
Hasimnesses such a5 Powell's Seven Stondes begnen ||||:-1.'i|1g in by
20001, with comdio Fun‘hu.q':‘h finlliwm ing \.I'n:-n'.l:l' aftermand

Tl Iy Pestore Peck Nodr, S0¢ Moy Tosrinivncies,

Cokhman s firm also purchased the anhoe Hoilding, 2 reail
residential structure that once howsed the popular Oriental
Pharmacy. They worked with Wagner and his partner, Mike
Pranke, to dovelop the space that would aventually bouse the
Twisted Fork. New Land then purchased the Orlental Theatre
building, an East Side laindmark that houses three movie theaters,
a bowling alley and several retall stores. “Wie plan o resell the
beovling albey and arcade to an independent operator. but our
firm will develop the strect-level retall spaces,  Goklian smvs
"As for the theater, nothing's changed. Landmark, who operates
thet: Orlental, is podng to be there for a loog dme.

Currenthy New Land is involved in a new $30 million project,
The Sterling, on the comer of Farwell and Bovall Place. The for-
mier parkimg Lot will soon be a 1 2-story tower with 112 oondao
miniums above and retail space at street level.

"Clearly, Farwell Avenue is in the growth phase,” sovs DY Amato,
“Right now we're working with UW-Milwaukee on a project that
will really bring somethdng new (o the nelghborhood

' Amato savs the Kenibworth Building, 2 hulking S00,000
sqquare-foot struciuce that sprawls from Farwell 1o Prospect ave-
nues, will be transformed into student housing with 350 beds
Adiditronal plans call for 0,000 scpuare feet of retadl space, a bike
and walking path through the center of the building and anothier
1 20,0000 scuare feet designated for the Peck School of the Arts.

Jim Plabsted, executive director of the East Side Business
Imiprovemsent Pistrict. cites the new Columbda St Mary's hospd-
ial building as another major part of the overall pepeneration of
the area. Part of the haspital will be located on the northeast
comer of Farwell and Mot avenes, “Milwaukee's Exst Side has
been losing population for vears,” savs Plaisted. “For a number of
reasons, people didn't want to ralse a family here. But we'ne sce-
ing that begin 1o change. People are coming back.”

Wagner says he secs nowhere for the area 1o g0 bat up

1 live here, and own two rescaneants here (the other is
Crlodha om Prospect and Ivimboe )" e sis “As wonderil as all
this development is, 1 think we're just geming starved, The fumre
of Farovell Avenue Promiscs o b VTV cXCIlimng for all of us™ 1Y
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