Bob Weir and Ratdog to perform in Tucson Tuesday
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B0 ingrained in our culture
is The Grateful Dead that a
mere merition of their name
immkes memaories of a time
when voung Americans
migrated to places like San
Francisco toexplore their in-
mer selves,

One of the things these
travelers found was a thriv-
ing music scene that nclod-
ed Janis Joplin, Jefferson
Adrplane and The Dead, all
performing frequently at lo-
cal clubs such as the legend-
ary Fillmore,

For more than 40 vears,
through their music and di-
verse personalities, the Dead
has kept the spirit of those
times alive as they philoso-
phize about a lifestyle that
ian't just centered on corm-
meree. In a word, The Dead
have always been the Lliving
embodiment of freedom,

And musically speaking,
while the band thrived on its
unique fusion of six minds,
they quickly found the phe-
nomenal sound that made
them The Grateful Dead
cowld, at times, restrict them
creatively

The late Jerry Garcia was
the first member to create
a musical side project, The
Jerry Garcia Band. Shortly
afterward, another founding
member, guitarist Bob Weir,
followed suitwith bandssuch
as HBobby Ace & the Cards
firomm the Bottom of the Deck
and Bobly & the Midnites be-
fore assembling a growp that
came to be known as Batdog,

Detinis MeMally, author of
“The Grateful Dead: A Long
Strange Trip"” and the Demw's
publicist since 1979, recently
gave the Heralo/ Revisn an
exclugive interview about
Weir's upecoming show in
Tueson.

Bob Weir was pretty voung
when he met Jerry Gareia,
Was that the beginning of
The Dead? Bob was a baby!
Actually hewasahighschool
dropout {later diagnosed
with dyslexia) who had been
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WHAT: Bob Weir and Ratdog
WHERE: Rialto Theater, Tucson
WHEN: &-8 p.m., Tuesday

TICKETS: $35 (General Admission), $36 day of show

playing guitar sinee he was
13,

On Dec 31, 1963, Bob and
ane of his friends wers wan-
dering around Palo Alto,
Calif., when thev heard muo-
sie coming out of this store,
It happened to be the place
where Jerry was giving han-
jolessons,

Being Jerry, he probably
hadn't noticed it was Mew
Year's Eve, and was waiting
fior his stukdent to show up!

Anyways, Bob and his
buddy liberated some gui-
tars from the front of the
store and the thres of them
Jamumed for g goodd parct of the
night. Withinthreedays, they
formed Mother MeCrese's TTp-
town Jug Champions, which
later became The Warlocks,
and then The Grateful Dead,

The Dead is still 5o sueeess-
ful. After all this time, why
dio the members feel the need
to have their own hands?

Bob's been doing this since
1972 in one form or another
A for Batdog, well that hand
haz an interesting evol wtion.

Bob ran into Rob Wasser-
man in 1944 when they did
a benefit coneert topether.
They dizeovered they loved
playing with each other and
began as a duet, In 1995, they
added a drummer and did a
tour &5 a blues band. Over
the years Bob's format has
evolved from a sedate blues
band into a rock and roll
hand with some jazz plavers,
That ever-changing musical
exprezsion is what BatDog is
all about,

Bob's music seems to be
heavily influeneed by the
blues, Well, it's impossible to
be part of rock and roll for
very long without running
into the African American
blues, Those bues had a lot

of children, and one of them
was rock. And the blues has
always been at the core of
The Dead, becanss Jerry had
a fundamentally scholas-
tic bent. He went back and
looked at the roots of every-
thing.

What are some songs the
Tucson audience can expect?
They're going to get a great
show, with the best of both
worlds, This will be a Dead
concert punctuated by Rat-
Dog songs, Bob likes to do
the old Son House song Walk-
ing Blues, Bometimes he'll
do some of Jerry's songs,
like “Althea”™ or “Touch of
Gray” He does some his owm
Dead songs too, “Plaving in
the Band," “St, Stephen,”
"Truckin®™ and “Sugar
blagnolia.” The hand's got &
such a large repertoire that
it would take five nights to
play it all.

Bob really tries to make
each sef unigue, s0 therss no
telling exactly what thev'll
play.

Still, it sounds like this a
pretty solid show, Oh yveah,
Ratdog does two 90-minute
sets, 5o they get a lot of songs
in there, I think it's a great
walue for the ticket price.

Since vou went there, it
seems The Dead have abways
been coneerned about their
fans, That's been true sines
the very beginning, Part of
the Dead tradition is not to
charge as much as they pos
sibly could, They ve always
been responsive to audieme-
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The Grateful Dead were the
first to allow fans to bring
recording equipment to the
shows, And they still do,
whether it"s the full band or
one of the side projects.

Bob certainly encourages

taping at the shows, And for
fans who just want a souve-
nir, we recond the show our-
selves and sell CDis as people
are leaving. Again, it’s very
fairly priced, I think. A great
audio quality three-CD et
for 20, People seemm to appre-
ciate the chanee to buy one,

Garcia onee compared he-
ing a Deadhead to running
away and joining the circus,
Is that philosophy as preva-
lent with the post Gratefil
Dead bands like Batdog or
Phil Lesh and Friends?

The cultural phenomenon
of Deadheads, the fans who
trawel from city to city with
the bamd, veah, Ratdog is cer-
tainly connected with that
tradition, We have some fans
whiy travel with us like that,
But for most fans, they come
to & show where musie miles
fior a fesy hiours and then you
M E 1.

S0 is the myth, if you want
to call it that, still alive? Ini-
tially the Dead scene was cor-
neeted tothe Bohemiantradi-
tion, which goes back to the

1840z in Paris, and then hera
with Whitman and Thorea,
all those pesople whis said get-
ting and spending isn't the
only way in life, Kerousc and
Ginsherg and the Beat poets
of the "Ss were certainly one
of Jerry's major influences,
At the same time, it's not San
Francisco in the early 19708
ANYIMOre,

At that time you could be
at the bottom of the earning
seale and still live in the city
That's just not possible any-
more. We live in a different
time, But Dead bands like
Ratdog are a towchatone that
represent musical and social
freedom. You can't always
do as you please, but you can
live: it fior a while thirowugh the
MUEIC,

Are there plans for The
Girateful Dead to regroup for
an 06 summer tour? At this
time, no. But I wouldn't rule
it out, The Dead don't plan, IF
it feels right, they'll do it.
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